EAST V. WEST

The situation has not been static either in the East or in the
West. The change is due primarily to the development of science*
the development of exact and objective knowledge. The evolution
of religion, both in the East and in the West, has been from pagan-
ism to one of the historic religions and from them to a religion of
humanism, dominated more and more by science. Increasing
numbers of people, both in the East and the West, are losing their
faith in historical and authoritarian and supernatural religions, and
becoming sceptics and agnostics. They are veiled "pagans," while
some of the people in Germany are turning professed pagans and
others in Russia are professed anti-religionists. There is yet in-
vented no method of measuring accurately the religiosity of people;
only a qualitative appraisement is possible, and that is vitiated by
subjective prejudices and predilections. The estimate is further
vitiated by the fact that the same individual may be scientific in
certain respects and wholly unscientific in others.

As regards social organization, both in the East and the West,
the patriarchal family was the norm during the ages until the Indus-
trial Revolution. And individualism was further stimulated by the
Great War. Women had an inferior status; parents played a decisive
part in arranging the marriages of their children, and social status
was a significant factor. Normally, woman had no place in public
affairs, in the professions, or in the academies. Both in the East and
the West, polygamy and concubinage were recognized by conven-
tion as well as by law. They were never, however, the norm.

In the economic sphere, until the Industrial Revolution, both
the East and the West were characterized by agriculture and the
handicrafts. Since the Industrial Revolution, both the East and the
West are becoming increasingly industrial, and machinery is invad-
ing even agriculture. All the factors correlated with Industrialism
are following it both in the East and the West: urbanization,
organization of labour and capital, rapid transport, and increasing
demand for political and social and economic equality.

In the political sphere, right through the historical period, non-
democratic governments were the norm both in the East and the
West, and to-day there are both democratic and non-democratic